Pre-course Meat Inspection Training Protocol

A) Preparation (Theorical)
1. Getting acquainted with:
· Slaughterhouse procedures 

· Dressing process steps in different species 

2. Learning of related Vocabulary
· Equipment
Overalls

Apron

Gloves

Scabbard / Belt

Knife

Chain mail glove

Helmet / Hairnet / Snood

Boots / Wellingtons

· Slaughterhouse
Lairage

Slaughterhall

Stunning pen

Inspection point

Hanging halls

Chillers

Loading bays

Steriliser

Band saw

· Technical Terms 
Handling / Restraint

Stunning (Captive bolt / Electrical stunning)

Dressing

Evisceration

Offal (Red / Green) / Pluck

Splitting

Chilling

3. Use of Protective Equipment
· What is the necessary equipment to use

· How to use it

· Hygiene Rules – all equipment must be kept as clean as possible during Inspection procedures through frequent washing / sterilisation and always after contamination incident.

4. Sharpening of knives
· Use of stone

· Use of steel

B) Post-Mortem Inspection (Practical)

Duration: 30h minimum

1. Inspection procedures 

Inspection Guidelines according to:

Regulation (EC) No. 854/2004, Annex I, Section IV

(Compulsory procedures referred only. Any additional procedures such as palpation / incision when not compulsory should be carried out if there is abnormality or suspect condition)  

a) Pigs

· Head and associated lymph nodes

· Visual examination of head and throat

· Incision of submaxillary lymph nodes

· Visual examination of tongue, mouth and fauces

· Lungs, trachea and associated lymph nodes

· Visual examination of the trachea and lungs

· Palpation of the lungs and bronchial lymph nodes

· Trachea and main branches of bronchi opened lengthways and lungs incised in posterior third at right angles to main axis (only if intended for Human Consumption)

· Heart

· Visual examination of the pericardium and heart

· Incise heart lengthways to open ventricles and cut through intra-ventricular septum

· Diaphragm

· Visual examination

· Liver and associated lymph nodes

· Visual examination and palpation of the liver and hepatic lymph nodes

· Visual examination of the pancreatic lymph nodes

· Spleen

· Visual examination

· Alimentary tract and associated lymph nodes

· Visual examination of the alimentary tract and mesentery

· Visual examination and palpation of gastric and mesenteric lymph nodes

· Kidneys and associated lymph nodes

· Visual examination

· Pleura/peritoneum

· Visual examination

· Genital organs

· Visual examination

· Visual examination of the penis (not required if not for Human Consumption and discarded during the dressing process)

· Udder and associated lymph nodes

· Visual examination

· Palpation and incision of the udder and supramammary lymph nodes (not obligatory unless intended for Human Consumption)

· Umbilical regions/joints

· Visual examination and palpation (young animals only)

b) Sheep and Goats

· Head and associated lymph nodes

· Unless head (including tongue and brain) is to be excluded from Human Consumption, visual inspection of the head after removing of skin

· Lungs, trachea and associated lymph nodes

· Visual examination of the trachea and lungs

· Palpation of the lungs and bronchial and mediastinal lymph nodes

· Heart

· Visual examination of the pericardium and heart

· Diaphragm

· Visual examination

· Liver and associated lymph nodes

· Visual examination and palpation of the liver and hepatic lymph nodes

· Visual examination of the pancreatic lymph nodes

· Incision of gastric surface of the liver to examine bile ducts

· Spleen

· Visual examination

· Alimentary tract and associated lymph nodes

· Visual examination of the alimentary tract, the mesentery and gastric and mesenteric lymph nodes 

· Kidneys and associated lymph nodes

· Visual examination

· Pleura/peritoneum

· Visual examination

· Genital organs

· Visual examination

· Visual examination of the penis (not required if not for Human Consumption and discarded during the dressing process)

· Udder and associated lymph nodes

· Visual examination of the udder and its lymph nodes

· Umbilical regions/joints

· Visual examination and palpation (young animals only)

c) Bovines (> 6 weeks old)

· Head and associated lymph nodes

· Visual examination of head and throat

· Incision of submaxilliary, retropharangeal and parotid lymph nodes

· Incision of external and internal masseter muscles parallel to mandible (external 2x, internal 1x)

· Visual examination and palpation of the tongue

· Detailed visual examination of mouth and fauces  

· Lungs, trachea and associated lymph nodes

· Visual examination of the trachea and lungs

· Palpation of lungs

· Incision of bronchial and mediastinal lymph nodes

· Trachea and main branches of bronchi opened lengthways and lungs incised in posterior third at right angles to the main axis (if for Human Consumption only)

· Heart

· Visual examination of the pericardium and heart

· Incision of heart lengthways to open ventricles and cut through intra-ventricular septum

· Diaphragm

· Visual examination

· Liver and associated lymph nodes

· Visual examination and palpation of liver and hepatic and pancreatic lymph nodes

· Incision of gastric surface of liver and base of caudate lobe to examine bile ducts

· Spleen

· Visual examination

· Alimentary tract and associated lymph nodes

· Visual examination of the alimentary tract and mesentery

· Visual examination and palpation of the gastric and mesenteric lymph nodes

· Kidneys and associated lymph nodes

· Visual examination

· Pleura/peritoneum

· Visual examination

· Genital organs

· Visual examination

· Visual examination of the penis (not required if not for Human Consumption and discarded during the dressing process)

· Udder and associated lymph nodes

· Visual examination

· Palpation and incision of the udder and supramammary lymph nodes (not obligatory unless intended for Human Consumption)

2. Common Pathologies in UK
·  Pigs

· Ascariasis

· Pleurisy / Pneumonia

· Cystic Kidneys / Pielonephritis

· Arthritis

· Trauma (fights / dislocations)

· Tail biting

· Sheep and Goats

· Fasciolasis

· Cysticercus tenuicollis

· Cysticercus ovis

· Pneumonia
· Lungworm (signs of parasitic infestation)
· Bovines

· Fasciolasis

· Mastitis (older cattle)

3. Post-Mortem judgements

Judgement Guidelines according to:

Regulation (EC) No. 854/2004, Annex I, Section II, Chapter V

a) Partial Rejection and Rectification

· Where only part of a carcase or single organ affected, and 

· Remainder unaffected

Examples:

· Arthritis of a single joint

· Local abscess

· Minor bruising

· Minor contamination

· Local parasitic infestation (not transmissible to humans)

b) Total Rejection

· Generalised conditions (septicaemia, pyemia, emaciation)

· Any disease or conditions rendering the meat unfit for human consumption and /or transmissible to humans including specific judgments (TSE, Brucellosis, etc) 

· Gross contamination

· Stillborn and unborn animals

For examples of pictures of relevant conditions, the following website can be useful:

http://www.fao.org/docrep/003/t0756e/T0756E00.htm#TOC
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